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Dr. Yang’s research focuses on asbestos carcinogenesis and mesothelioma pathogenesis. Malignant 
mesothelioma is a very aggressive tumor and has been linked to occupational and environmental 
exposure to carcinogenic mineral fibers such as asbestos and erionite, causing about 3,000 deaths per 
year in the U.S. and over 100,000 deaths per year worldwide. With the lack of effective strategies to 
diagnose, prevent and treat mesothelioma, median survival is only about 12 months from diagnosis. Dr. 
Yang’s research goal is to identify the mechanisms responsible for asbestos carcinogenesis and to develop 
specific approaches for early detection and treatment. The results coming from her research projects may 
lead to some novel strategies for therapy or prevention that are likely to benefit millions people exposed to 
asbestos and to other carcinogenic mineral fibers in the US and worldwide. 
 
Moderator: 
Andrea Fleig, PhD (Director, Office of Research and Development, QMC) 
 
Learning Objectives: 
1. Identify the critical factors for mesothelioma pathogenesis. 
2. Discuss the potential novel strategies for mesothelioma prevention and therapy.  

 
 

Seating is Limited. Please RSVP @ 691-4511 


